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Argument: 


We read the following hadeeth in Saheeh Bukhari, Vol. 7, Book 72, Hadith 746: 
Narrated Abu Huraira: 


Allah's Messenger said, "None of you should walk, wearing one shoe only; he should either put 
on both shoes or put on no shoes whatsoever." 


What kind of senseless command is this? 


Response: 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) did indeed issue this instruction. Not all scholars have 
understood that the Prophet (peace be upon him) prohibited people from walking with one shoe; 
rather, many of them understood the Prophet's (peace be upon him) instruction as being a 
recommendation due to the practice being disliked.! 


Whether the act is forbidden or disliked, why would the Prophet (peace be upon him) have 
spoken against this? Some scholars opined that it is because walking in this manner causes 
discomfort.” Another opinion suggest that it is because it makes the person look shoddy in his 
appearance (if that is how the society views it) and can open oneself up to ridicule from 
people.* Another reason put forth is that shoes are meant to be worn in order to protect our feet 





1 Mulla Ali al-Qaari in his commentary on Mishkaat al-Masaabeeh said: a~l osd ged) ols. Abu 'Umar al-Qurtubi 
in his commentary on Imam Malik's Muwatta' said: ~ 544 Y =A s. As-San'aani in his Subul as-Salaam said: 


ial SI) cle ggal ales 


2 Shaykh al-'Uthaymeen, in his commentary on Riyadh us-Saaliheen, called this manner of walking "oppressive" on 
the other "shoeless" foot: 


dai al gill sili Ja ol cle joa 4d hia GY AY Atty Gulla lI saa) dei Y 
3 Badr ud-Deen al-'Aini, in his commentary on Saheeh Bukhari, cites al-Khattabi as saying: 


aai IS Y Gy gual gå o plaia ed y JSA a dialan ga iall ye aY) pte y illal ode bs gle (chal! Maciel Saal sll eill 28 ball ye aug 
GAI ye ai daly saa) oa baa olill aie alld 


from harmful objects on the road, such as thorns.* > Another opinion is that this is the way that 
the devil walks.° Another opinion offered is that doing this act is discouraged, for it attracts 
attention through way of dressing.’ 


In summary, a number of reasonable explanations may be given for the Prophet's (peace be upon 
him) remarks regarding walking while wearing one shoe. It is wholly unjustified to render it 
merely as "senseless." 





4 Tbn Hajar, in his Fathul Baari, cites al-Khattabi as saying: 


gaY hgh ol ill clint Gala gM Gas) Ga dil I Go ga gh dl gi pe GE od gS Lee Ja MA! Gee yd Sell of (gill à aSa 
SIA ag YL ale) 


5 In my (Bassam Zawadi) personal opinion, I do not find this to be a comprehensive explanation. This is because the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) said that it would be better to take both shoes off rather than to walk with one of them 
on. Refer back to the hadeeth in question. 


© Mulla Ali al-Qaari, in his commentary on Mishkaat al-Masaabeeh, cites Ibn al-'Arabi as saying: 
capil Ate he ag lell go pall Cyl Jë 


Ibn al-'Arabi's opinion finds support in a narration found in at-Tahawi's Mushkil al-'Aathaar, which states that the 
devil walks with one shoe: 


. baal sll daill 68 (odes aail o) 
This narration was declared Saheeh by Shaykh Nasrul-Deen al-Albani in his Sisila as-Saheeha, who said: 
AE gh 5 gal pall Glass Gy groll ae gaill la) lds agls alla gaa alin Ia g 


Al-Albani supported this opinion as being the strongest opinion but was also open to the idea of other reasons 
behind the Prophet's instruction when he said: 


Baaai å Cals all IBY) Gye haal y Yi ean sed 


7 Tbn Hajar, in his Fathul Baari, cites al-Bayhaqi as saying: 


CO) Aiai s eå diala jee opp SSH, lal) 8 5 pg Ye cogil ayy aby Ade Ald Co fi ad Leas! aiid 5 yg ll 46 dal SUS gall Dy 


cauzi 


